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NAME. The name '-'f tl:df~ Farish :;.s pronouncecI by th:. rn.:;.'::.i,re 
-J.'"r"l"sh Ci11 Di'nin,::. w1-.,r>h sio-11-ific,c: -1-.11,c;, ("h·,-l:·--.~1 of' S-t- D1 ·,•,,c,,. • .. ; - ,4..1. _:__, • ...,, ..... ..._....,; ~.1 .... .,_...,.,.. ···o··...,.- •.J1_, _._-.J '-'.l..L,,_, ... ,.,,,~ """.v .. .... , .. J.-#' 

nothirg can be gathered on the spot to ~role whict of ~n~s 
of that na~e he was. O'Halloran, a very bad auth0rity_~c ioubt, 
states that Dim£·., who ~r,:::ctec1 the original Churcb of thiu Farish 
was the Tntor of S,:. DecJ.an of Lismor-e, ex.c'. this has br::en ccpied 
by Arcl::.dal, a.n.d f:~orr: him by Gottgh, b1x'w we rm;.s cot beL .. :.:\·2; O'Eall
oran nor ei 'sher of hL, humble fcllowers till we discover sorJe 
original authentic evidence to prove it. 

The site of the original Churc~ of this Parish is occupied bJ 
a small 1't'-cle Prcte:3 '.:c7 n' Church, s.nd '..;her(~ is nothj ng in ~:;he Church 
yard to attrac~ the notice of the antiquarian. 61 

On a ri,3ing ground. in the north e8,st of the Tow.a.land. of Glen
nameade the::.--e is a small Church called Cill Ollta, i.e., ·che Church 
of the Ultonian. It is the most ancient Church I have y~t ~een in 
t.he Cc:.:ci-:y, 2xiJ. th-::ce canno be a d0t.1bt of its being on,::; of 1..;he 
primitive age Jf ths Irish Church. It m~asures on the ~nsi six
teen f~et i~ lengtb and nine f~et ten inches in breadth. The side 
walls are nine feet high and two feet eight inches thick and built 
of large stones cemented with exce:lent llme and sand mcrtar. 

east gable contains a small rude window in tha prim~tive 
rectilineally poii::tecl style. It measures on the inside ·:c1.~_;' feet 
to the vertex of the triangle and two feet in ~idtb, and on t~e 
outside fifteen inches in height and from seven to eight inches in 
width. Tbe dco:""v!ay w:?"s in the viest gable and covered ct top with 
a lintel, but lt is now so disfigured that its dimensions cannot 
be determined (ascertained). 

Ferrar in his HistorJ of Limerick a3sert □ that this Cnurch was 
built by the pious Saint Dima, bu.t I do not know where found 
eviden;:;; for this. The people have no tradition connected with the 
origin of this Chi.-7.rch, and were it not for its name, Cii:: Ollta, 
they would not believe that it is a Church at all. 

The other ruins in this Parish are those of Castlc:s, of which 62 
there are three; one in the Townland of Bally~ulhau:n, a ::seco.c_1d in 
the Townland cf Court to which it has given name and a thi:'."d, which 
is called Cullam Castle, in the same Townland, and the fourth in the 
Townland of Beolaun. 

In the Townla~d of Tobermurry in this Parish there is a Holy 
Well called by the same name, which signifies Lady's :.1. Stations 
are occasionally performed at it. 

In this Parish is situat3d the Townland of Baile 
(anglicised Ballyculhaun) which is mentioned in the 
Faur Masters at the year 1581. From the notice of it 
Annalists it appears that the old Castle in that Town 
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to the :family o:f Purcell. For the el'!tire of this pasf:8.ge see 63 
letter on the Parish of Ada.ire. 

Antiquities examined hy me. 
John o•Donovan . 

.July 13th 1840. 

I u1sert wha~ Arcbda,11 a.nd his humble follower Guugh have 
written about this Church, which is not however worth a pinch 
of snu:ff, as they quote no older authority than o•Halloran, who 
is no authorityt-

Archdall's Uon. Hib., Vol.II, R.I.A., page 423:- 64 

"Kildimma. A Mona::stery was :founded here some time before the 
arrival of Saint Pa.trick in Munster by Dimma., a Priest who instructed 
and educattd Sain: Declan; t.ktis hou:se is 1d tuated near Ada ire and at 
this day retai:r1s its aneient. name. { o•zfalloran. Vol. ? paee 44). • 

Gough's Camden:-

At I{jldimma near Ada.ire wa.s a Uonasters, befoce the arrival of 
Saint Patrick. Another at Kil:fiachna. (Archdall 423). 
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