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LIMERICK., 21

NAME. The name of this Parish 1g pronouvnced by the umtive
Irish Ci11 Dicma, which signifiss the Church of St. Dima; bus

Potﬂllé can be gethered on the spot to prove which of the
of that nams he was. O'Halloran, a very bad authoriisy.

]
gtates thalt Dime, who srected the original Church of ,1 : rish
was the Tutor of S%. Declan of Lismore, and this has bren cied

2T 17

by Archdal, and from him by Gough, »ut we must nof belicvs
oran nor =ither of his humble 1‘7LOWLFS £111 we digcove
original authentic evidence to prove it.

"SL

The site of the ovzgln Church of this Parish is cceupied by
a small rude Protestsan’ Chulcﬂ and there 1g ncothing in the Church
yard to atiract the notlice of *be antiguarian. 61

On a riszing ground in ths north east of the Towaland of Glen-

sf th
[
ig 2 small Church called Cilli Olltae, i.e., the Church
’1" 1.
|97 41 ¥

nameade thers

cf the Ult 1ian. It is the most ancient vreh I have yst secen in
the County, end thare cannovt be a doubt of its being one of the
primitive age of the Irish Church. It measures on The inside six-
teen 2ot in length and nine f:et ten inches in breadtn. The side
walls are nine fes it

t high and two feet eight inches thick and buil
11

of largs ztones cewented with excellent lime and sand meriar.

(l)

The east geb‘u conntaing a2 small rude window In the primltive
rectilineally pointed style. It measures on the insids Tour feet
to the vertex of the triangle and two feet in width, and on the

outside fifteen ianches in height and from seven to eight i
width., The dcorway was in the west gable and covered 21t top with
a lintel, but it is now so disfigured that its dimensicns ca

be detzrmined (ascertained).

02
«©

Ferrar ian his History of Limsrick asssrts that this Caurch was
built by the pious Saint Dima, out I do not know where he found
evidens for this. The people have no tradition connectsd with the
origin of this Church, and were it not for its name, Cill 0Ollta,
they would not believe that it is a Church at ail.

The other ruins in this Parish are thoss of Castles, of which 82
there are three; one in the Townland of Ballyculkaun, & second in
the Townland of Court to which it has given name and a third, which
is called Cullam Castle, in the same Townland, and the fcurth in the
Townland of Beolaun.

le’

I the Townlard of Tobsrmurry in this Parish thers is g Hely
Well called by the sams name, which signifies Lady’s Well Stations
are occasionally performed at it.

In this Parish is situatzd the Townland of Baile U. Chatulain
(anglicised Ballyculhaun) whickh is mentioned in the Anrnzals of the
Four Masters at the year 1581. TFrom the notice of it gi Je by the
Annalists it appears that the old Castle in that Townlznd belonged
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to the family of Purcell. For the entire of this passzge see €3
letter on the Parish of Adsaire,

Antiquities examined by me.
John O’Donovan.
July 13th 1840.

I insert wha*t Archdall and his humble follower Gough have
wrritten about this Church, which is not however worth a pinch
of snuff, as they guote no clder authority than O'Halloran, who
is no authority:-

Archdall’s Mon. Hib., Vel.I1, R.I.A., page 42Z:~- 64

"Eildimma. A Monastery was founded here some time before the
arrival of Saint Patriek in Munster by Dimma, a Priest who instructed
and educated S8ain: Declan; this housze is situated near Adaire and at
this day retains its aneient name., (O'Halloran, Vol. ? page 44)."

Gough's Camden:-— 66

At Kildimma near Adaire was a Monastery before the arrival of
S8aint Patrick. Another at Kilfiachna. (Archdall 423).




